
 

September 16, 2015  

PET PREPAREDNESS IN THE PARK: 
FREE EVENT FOR YOUR FURRY  
LOVED ONES  
  
Contact:  
Ryan Mims 
OkaloosaPIO@flhealth.gov 
850-833-9240 x 2162 
850-420-2198 
 

Ft. Walton Beach, Fla. — The Florida Department of Health in Okaloosa County (DOH-

Okaloosa) invites the public to a free community event to celebrate National Preparedness 

Month and help pet owners learn ways to include their furry loved ones into family emergency 

plans. The second annual Pet Preparedness in the Park event will offer great preparedness 

information and ways to ensure your pets are safe and healthy during an emergency.  

“As families start planning for hurricanes, tornadoes, flooding, and other possible emergencies, 

we need to include everyone into our plans, including our pets,” stated Katie Holbrook, Public 

Health Preparedness Section Chief for DOH-Okaloosa. “As we saw in 2005 with Hurricane 

Katrina, pet preparedness is a critical component to overall family preparedness.” 

The American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (ASPCA) estimates that when 

Hurricane Katrina hit, 44% of the people who chose to ride out the storm did so because they 

could not evacuate with their animals. “Making sure pet owners plan ahead will not only help 

save their pet’s life but also their own,” stated Holbrook.  

What:  Pet Preparedness in the Park  
 
When:   Sept. 19, 2015  

9:00 am – 11:00 am 
 
Where:  Liza Jackson Park – Dog Park 
  388 Miracle Strip Pkwy SW 

Fort Walton Beach, FL 32548 
 
About the Florida Department of Health 
The department works to protect, promote and improve the health of all people in Florida 
through integrated state, county and community efforts. 
 
Follow us on Twitter at @HealthyFla and on Facebook. For more information about the Florida 
Department of Health please visit www.FloridaHealth.gov. 
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